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NOMINATION OF GORDON MacLEAN TIFFANY, TO BE 
STAFF DIRECTOR, COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 





WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 1958 


UnitTEep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ConstiTUTIONAL RiGcHTs 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a. m., in room 
104—B, Senate Office Building, Senator Thomas C. Hennings, Jr., 
chairman of the subcommittee, presiding. 

Present: Senators Ervin and Hruska. 

Other Senators present: Senators Cotton and Dirksen. 

Also present: Charles H. Slayman, Jr., chief counsel and staff 
director. 

Senator Hennines. The committee will come to order. 

I believe we had better start, Mr. Tiffany, by asking you to give 
us a general statement of your past activities, qualifications, experience 
in the law, and related matters. We will be very glad to hear from 
you. I understand this is your prepared statement? 

Mr. Tirrany. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hennrnes. The Chair will now state for the purposes of 
the record that Mr. Gordon M. Tiffany has been nominated by the 
President to be Staff Director of the Commission on Civil Rights. 

As I stated in the Congressional Record several days past on the 
27th—and I ask that this announcement be made a part of the record 
of these proceedings—I made the announcement on March 27 on the 
floor of the Senate as follows: 


Mr. President, late yesterday a letter from the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary dated March 25, 1958, was received in the office of the 
Standing Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights, of which I am chairman, 
referring to the subcommittee the nomination of Gordon MacLean Tiffany, of 
New Hampshire, to be Staff Director for the Commission on Civil Rights. 

Therefore, I announce at this time that the Senate Constitutional Rights 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing on this nomination on Tuesday morning at 
9:30, April 1, 1958, in room 104—B, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Section 105 (a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1957 (71 Stat. L. 634) requires the 
advice and consent of the Senate to the appointment of the Staff Director of the 
Commission. 


I might say further for the purposes of the record that at the request 
of Senator Ervin the date was changed to April 2 because of other 
commitments that Senator Ervin had made. So, accordingly, I agaia 
made an announcement which appeared at page 5099 of the Con- 
gressional Record of the United States Congress as follows: 

Mr. President, the open hearing to be conducted by the Senate Judiciary 


Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights on the nomination of Gordon MacLean 
Tiffany, of New Hampshire, to be Staff Director for the Commission on Civil 
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Rights, was originally scheduled for tomorrow morning. This hearing has been 
changed to Wednesday morning at 9:30, April 2, 1958, in room 104-B, Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D. C., at the request of one of the subcommittee 
members, the senior Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ervin]. 

Senator Ervin. I would like to say I appreciate very much your 
courtesy in that respect. : 

Senator Hennines. As I told the Senator from North Carolina, we 
certainly didn’t want to go into hearings without his presence if that 
could be avoided, and he very courteously called me on Friday and 
told me that he would find it impossible to be here yesterday morning. 
Accordingly, we changed it 1 day. 5 

I will ask that these be made a part of the record, please. 

Now, Mr. Tiffany, you proceed, please, with your statement. 

Mr. Tirrany. Mr. Chairman, first I would like to express my 
appreciation to you and the other members of the committee in 
parang my hearing for an early date. I think as time passes it is 

ecoming more and more essential for—— 

Senator Henninos. Just a minute, please, Mr. Tiffany. 

I think, Mr. Tiffany, there are some gentlemen of the press here 
who would like to hear what you have to say; and if you would not 
mind raising your voice just a little, it will be a great convenience to 
them. 

Mr. Tirrany. Gentlemen, I have just expressed my appreciation 
to the chairman and the members of the committee in setting my 
hearing at an early date after they had received notice that it should 
be before the subcommittee. 

In my opinion, as time passes, the assignment given to this Com- 
mission under the statute becomes harder, rather than easier. 


STATEMENT OF GORDON M. TIFFANY, STAFF DIRECTOR NOMINEE 
OF THE COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


Mr. Tirrany. Gentlemen, my name is Gordon Tiffany. I live in 
Concord, N. H.,with my family. My wife is the former Ellen Auchin- 
closs of New York City. We have 2 children: Billy, aged 11, and 
Jean, aged 9. I am 45 years old. 

I attended St. Paul’s School in Concord, which is an Episcopal 
preparatory school for boys. I graduated in 1931 and went to Yale 
College where I received the degree of bachelor of arts in 1935. After 
a brief period with the New York Herald Tribune, I entered Columbia 
Law School in 1939, and received my bachelor of laws degree in 
1942. I practiced briefly in New York City, until I entered the Navy 
in March of 1943. 

I am admitted to practice at the bar in New York State, in New 
Hampshire, before the Federal district court, court of appeals and the 
United States Supreme Court. 

My religious, political, and civic affiliations include: The Episcopal 
Church—in which I am a member of the vestry—the Republican 
Party, Rotary, Sons of the American Revolution, New Hampshire 
Historical Society, vice president and director of the New Hampshire 
Social Welfare Council, former member at large for a 5-year term on 
the board of managers of the Council of State Governments, former 

resident of Yale Club of New Hampshire, member, Yale Club of 
New York, and others. 
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Public offices include: Law clerk in the office of Attorney General, 
under the present Chief Justice. 

I was appointed assistant attorney general by Gov. Charles M. 
Dale. I resigned when he was aa by Governor Adams. After 
1% years in private practice, I was recalled to the State house by 
Governor Adams to e attorney general. I resigned in 1953, and I 
have been in private practice since that time. 

I have also been city solicitor for the city of Concord, and I have 
been a member of our State legislature, elected from ward V of that 


city. 

Lado not now hold any State or local office, either elected or appointed. 
I have sent in my resignation to the Speaker of the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives. 

I have participated in drafting the reorganization act for the State 
of New Hampshire, and, as counsel for the Commission on Revision 
of Statutes, participated in the preparation and editing of the six- 
volume edition of the Revised Statutes Annotated, State of New 
Hampshire. 

As to the nomination of Staff Director for the Commission on Civil 
Rights, like the Commission itself, I did not go out to seek this job 
and when I was asked if I could take it, there were a number of reasons 
which occurred to me why I should decline. I shall not take your 
time by reciting them. ore important are the reasons why I agreed 
to accept the job: It is a unique opportunity for an ordinary person, 
like myself, to be of service to the country. I like public service, but 
I have not found such an opportunity as this at the Federal level until 
now. It is one of the most important jobs in the United States of 
America—1958. Evidently the Congress agrees, because I am told 
this may be the first time in the history of our country when a staff 
director must be approved by the Senate. 

Second, when I was nominated, the members of this Commission 
had already been chosen. Without exception, they are men of high 
caliber and principle. It will be a privilege to work for them. I can 
rely upon them for guidance and they will make fair, objective deci- 

ions on all policy matters. 

Third, the job is significant both at home and abroad. Whatever 
progress is made will result from patience and understanding, and 
will prove to ourselves as a people and the world at large, that we be- 
lieve and practice the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. 

Fourth: I believe I come to this important assignment with an open 
mind and without preconceived notions. I wish to make it abundantly 
clear that I am not »n expert in the field of civil rights. I do not so 
consider myself. 1 make no claim to knowing the answers to these 
problems, nor do I have the temerity to judge the judges. Yet, I 
claim to have the interest and energy to do a creditable job of fact- 
finding and research, and the impartiality to submit the results objec- 
tively to the Commission for its report to the President and the 
Congress. 

Finally, my job will be one of loyal services to my Commission, if 
my appointment is approved. Upon questions of policy and methods, 
as well, the Commissioners are the arbiters. I assure you if, when the 
job is done, credit is due it will be theirs. _My reward and satisfaction 
will be in helping them and in being associated with them in their 
work. On the basis of their testimony before the Judiciary Com- 
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mittee, they chose me unanimously to do the job. My aim is to merit 
this confidence. At this salary, it’s obviously a full-time job. 

Mr. Chairman, in reference to the salary which, as you know, is set 
at. $22,500, I believe in private enterprise, no one would dream of 
employing & person in an executive capacity at that salary unless they 
had opportunity to meet with the family and to observe the manner 
in which they live. 

Time, of course, does not permit us to do that here. But I feel very 
fortunate that my wife has been able to come, and has just arrived in 
Washington and, for this reason, I am happy to introduce Mrs. 
Tiffany to you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator HenninGs. How do youdo? Weare very glad to have you 
here this morning, Mrs. Tiffany. 

Mrs. Tirrany. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Hennines. You may proceed, sir. 

Mr. Tirrany. That is the conclusion of my prepared statement, 
Mr. Chairman; and I hope I may answer such questions as may be 
in order at this time. 

Senator Hennines. I might say for Senator Ervin and for the 
record, further, that the nomination is approved by both Senator 
Styles Bridges and Senator Cotton, the Senators from the State of 
New Hampshire, which is Mr. Tiffany’s legal residence. 

I also have here for the record a letter from Senator Bridges highly 
commending Mr. Tiffany and containing a resolution from the House 
of Representatives of New Hampshire. 

The resolution, as passed by the House of Representatives of New 
Hampshire is as follows: 

APRIL 1, 1958. 
Hon. Sty.es Bripces, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Brinces: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
March 22, 1958, enclosing copy of a resolution of congratulations adopted by the 
judiciary committee of the New Hampshire House of Representatives, concerning 
the nomination of Mr. Gordon M. Tiffany to be Staff Director of the Commission 
on Civil Rights. 

The nomination of Mr. Tiffany has been referred to the standing Subcommittee 
on Constitutional Rights, which has scheduled hearings for Wednesday, April 2, 
1958, at 9:30 a. m., in room 104—B, Senate Office Building. 

Your communication and the enclosed document have been made a part of the 
file on the above nomination for the information of the Members considering it. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 


’ 
Chairman. 


UnitTEp States SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 
March 22, 1958. 
The Honorable James O. EasTLanp, 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, CuarrMan: There presently is pending before your committee the 
executive nomination of Mr. Gordon M. Tiffany of Concord, N. H., for appoint- 
ment as Executive Director of the Civil Rights Commission. 

With your consideration of this nomination, I am enclosing a copy of a reso- 
lution of congratulations adopted by the judiciary committee of the New Hamp- 
shire House of Representatives, which has been forwarded to me by the Secretary 
of state of New Hampshire. 
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It would be appreciated if this document could be included in the committee’s 
file of material favoring confirmation of Mr. Tiffany. 
With best regards. 
Sincerely yours, 
Stytes Bripaces. 


State oF NEw HAMPSHIRE 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Gorpon MacLean TIFFaANy 


Whereas Gordon MacLean Tiffany, Representative from Concord and former 
Attorney General, has been nominated as Director of the new Federal Civil Right 
Commission: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That we extend our congratulations to our fellow member on his 
nomination to this important post; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed to send copies of these 
resolutions to our representatives in Congress, Senator Styles Bridges, Senator 
Norris Cotton, Congressman Chester Merrow, and Congressman Perkins Bass. 

Judiciary Committee: Samuel Green, Martha Frizzell, Frank J. 
Bennett, Norma Studley Currier, Mabel Thompson Cooper, 
Hilda C. F. Brungot, Leonard B. Peever, Leroy E. Codding, 
Fred A. Jones, Albert H. Brown, Eda C. Martin, James 
Rathbone, Margaret A. Griffin, Edward G. Warren, Mary C. 
Dondero, John F. Beamis, Daniel J. Healy, John W. King, 
Laurence M. Pickett, Louis I. Martel. 
[SEAL] W. Dovatas ScaMMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


GrorceE T. Ray, Jr., 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


Senator HENNiINGs (reading): 
State oF New HampsHIRE 


Resolution of Congratulations to Gordon MacLean Tiffany 


Whereas Gordon MacLean Tiffany, representative from Concord and former 
attorney general, has been nominated as Director of the new Federal Civil 
Rights Commission; Therefore be it 

Resolved, That we extend our congratulations to our fellow member on his 
nomination to this important post; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed to send copies of these 
resolutions to our representatives in Congress, Senator Styles Bridges, Senator 
Norris Cotton, Congressman Chester Merrow and Congressman Perkins Bass, 

All of this under the great seal of the State of New Hampshire and 
duly endorsed by the speaker of the house and the clerk of the house 
of representatives. _ 

I am also putting in the file a letter which I will hand to Senator 
Ervin for observation in opposition to the nomination coming from 
Dallas, Tex., as from Mr. William R. Hughes. Mr. Hughes is not 
otherwise identified. 

I ask that that letter be made a part of the record after Senator 
Ervin has observed it. _ 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 

Marcu 5, 1958. 


Mr. WiiiiamM R, HuGHeEs, 
Dallas, Tex. 
Dear Mr. Hueues: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 1, 
1958, concerning the nomination of Gordon MacLean Tiffany, of New Hamp- 
shire, to be Staff Director of the Commission on Civil Rights. 
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Your communication is being made a part of the file on the above nomination 
for the information of the committee members. 
With kindest regards, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 





, Chairman. 


Datuas, Tex., March 1, 1958. 

My Dear Senator Eastianp: Please present to the honorable Senate Judiciary 
Committee, the following: This letter is to protest the confirmation of Mr. Gordon 
ees as Director of the President’s Civil Rights Commission, on the following 

ounds: 

“Ty From press reports, there appears no evidence in Mr, Tiffany’s prior service 
and experience to fit him properly for the responsibility to which he has been 
appointed. Nor does it appear that he is sufficiently acquainted with, or informed 
about, conditions over the Nation, particularly over the South and Southwest, 
as to civil rights of the people generally related to the express purpose of the 
Commission to qualify him for this appointment. 

2. It is obvious that as Director, Mr. Tiffany can and may influence the thinking 
and even the decisions of some or all members of the Commission. And since 
Mr. Tiffany is obviously the appointee of Mr. Sherman Adams, and since also 
he, as well as Mr. Adams, comes from a section of the country in which a strong 
prejudice against the southern people and their custons, still remain, and because 
this prejudice may influence Mr. Tiffany’s attitude and action there is good 
reason to believe he is disqualified for this appointment. 

3. It is quite well to know that the motive for creating this Commission is 
purely political—that it is a sop to radical minorities for political support and 
that it is aimed primarily at the South at the insistence of some or all these 
minorities, neither the Commission or its Director therefore should be in any way 
related to, or sympathetic toward these minorities. It is respectfully suggested 
that the honorable committee make diligent inquiry into this matter. The 
attention of the committee is respectfully directed to the fact that since the 
South is regarded in certain areas as sectional, likewise New Hampshire is sectional, 
in attitude and thinking. This logically should disqualify this appointee. Why 
not an appointee from the West or Midwest? 

4. And if it be argued in behalf of Mr. Tiffany that he was selected by the 
Commission and the appointment merely gave effect to its wishes, then it is 
here contended that such appointment in no way eliminates the evils of the 
appointment, recited above. 

5. The attention of the honorable committee is respectfully called to the fact 
that one of the members of the Commission is a brother to Roy Wilkins, executive 
secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
and is a member of that organization. That this organization is now actively 
engaged in the organization in the South and elsewhere of political action com- 
mittees with the avowed purpose of increasing the Negro vote in the South 
to the point where they can and will in many southern counties take over the 
elections and also determine the qualifications of voters. There is reason to 
believe that the Communist Party in America is actively supporting this effort. 
It is also suggested that Commissioner Wilkins, probably, will strive to further 
this effort and insure the success of such political action committee, and cause, 
therefore, many unfounded complaints from the South to be filed with the Com- 
mission, The necessity, therefore, for the appointment of a Director that because 
of environment and complete lack of sectionalism, would not be sympathetic to 
such efforts, is obvious. Consideration of these facts is sufficient to disqualify 
Mr. Tiffany. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

Wituam R, Hugues. 

Senator Hennines. Next, we have a letter from Robert W. Upton 
of the firm of Upton, Sanders & Upton, Concord, N. H., favorably 
recommending the nominee, and I am handing this letter also to 
Senator Ervin to go with the resolution, which I ask to be made a 
part of this record, also. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 
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Upton, Sanpers & Upton, 


Concord, N. H., March 31, 1958. 
Hon. THomas C. HENNINGS, Jr., 


Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Dear SENATOR HENNINGs: I understand that you are chairman of a subcom- 
mittee of the Judiciary Committee to which has been referred the nomination of 
Gordon M. Tiffany, of this city, for Staff Director of the Civil Rights Commission. 
This nomination was made by the President on the recommendation of the Com- 
mission. The circumstances attaching Mr. Tiffany’s nomination are presumably 
a sufficient endorsement, but I thought that possibly you might wish to know 
something of how he is regarded here. 

Mr. Tiffany is presently a member of our house of representatives in which he 
served as a member of the judiciary committee. In 1946 he was appointed 
assistant attorney general by Governor Dale and served until 1950, when he 
resigned to resume private practice. Following his resignation, he was employed 
by Governor Adams as legislative counsel, a part-time position. Later in the same 
year, he was appointed attorney general, serving from 1951 to 1953. He has 
held various civic positions, possibly the most prominent of which is membership 
on the board of managers of the Council of State Governments. His biography 
in the Brown Book of the New Hampshire Legislature is as follows: 

“Gordon M. Tiffany, Republican, 125 School Street, Concord; born December 
13, 1912, Port Chester, N. Y., educated St. Paul’s School, Yale, B. A., Columbia, 
LL. B., attorney; Episcopalian; married, one son, one daughter; Lt. USNR, 
Atlantic, Pacific, Philippines; Asst Atty. Gen. N. H. 1946-50, Legislative Counsel 
to Gov. Adams 1950-51, Att. Gen. 1951-53, City Solitictor, Concord, 1953-54; 
Newcomen Society, Yale Club, Bow Brook Club, Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity, 
American Bar Assn. B’d of Managers Council of State Govts., N. H. Bar Assn., 
director N. H. Social Welfare Council, Chairman 1956 Community Chest, trustee 
St. Mary’s in the Mts., Member Episcopal Synod, 8. A. R.; admitted to practice 
New Hampshire, New York, United States Supreme Court and Federal District 
Court of N. H. bars, Court of Military Appeals, var. Fed. agencies.” 

Mr. Tiffany has been characterized by his high integrity and legal ability. He 
is essentially conservative, both in the practice of law and in his approach to 
public affairs. He would undoubtedly bring to the position to which he has been 
nominated the high standards which have characterized him both in publie and 


private life. I am pleused to have this opportunity to recommend him for your 
favorable consideration. 


With kindest personal regards, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
Rospert W. Upton. 


Senator Hennines. Another letter, written in longhand, addressed 
to Senator Eastland from Mr. Lawrence Stahl, 709 North Crescent 
Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio, which I have in my hand and I am now 
handing to Senator Ervin for observation and ask that it also be 
made a part of the record. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 


Marca 20, 1958. 
Mr. LAWRENCE STAHL, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Dear Mr. Staaw: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 15, 1958, 
concerning the nomination of Gordon MacLean Tiffany, of New Hampshire, to be 
Staff Director of the Commission on Civil Rights. 

Your expression concerning this nomination will be made a part of the file 
on the nomination for the information of the committee. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
a , Chairman. 











Ss NOMINATION OF GORDON MacLEAN TIFFANY 


Contessa ee < hoe) s—~ 
Howe pooner O. BicZne =n 
ihoctes, ssl | Y 


— a i 
ete 11 Pte <2 9 Se a ne ~ 
fr lee toes on eile: 
Be terre Rtg. 2 Z Ce .,..7 


ro 


Prey 
iene a bed 


Roe Soa tapes. 
foe : hh 


monP; Rtg re ne RECO WAR 1 SIR a TAe tom8 











NOMINATION OF GORDON MacLEAN TIFFANY 9 


aft) 
yer i ptwncdy ALP 


Tipe fs thas. 


unfptec ley inte DB, 
FyPin path arte a Shine one irn 


ME ea et 


Oearinb aad 
Doan ELE 
FOP Nx St Lerseiry Zou. 


Mr. StaymMan. Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Henninos. Mr. Slayman. 

Mr. Starman. As of 9:30 this morning, the time set for the hearing, 
I had examined our own files of the Constitutional Rights Subcom- 
mittee and the file of the parent committee, the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and I found that there were no requests filed with us of 
people w anting to appear in opposition to Mr. Tiffany’s nomination. 

Senator HenninGs. I was about to ask Senator Ervin if he had any 
statement that he desires to make in connection with this, and I was 
going to call upon any one who might be here in opposition. First, I 
would call upon those who are proponents of the nominee, and there- 
after those who may be here in opposition, irrespective whether we 
have had letters or not. 

Senator Ervin, do you desire to inquire? 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Tiffany, I was glad to hear you express that 
you did not claim to be an expert on civil rights, because that is a very 
unusual statement. 

Senator Henninos. Have you found any experts, sir? 

Senator Ervin. I find people furtherest removed from the South 
know more about how to solve the South’s problems than those who 
live with them day by day. So it is refreshing to find one man who 
doesn’t claim to be an expert. 

Senator Henninos. It might be of interest to you to see a headline 
in the Washington Star, February 28, the caption of which is ‘Civil 
Rights Director Expec ts Headaches. 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Tiffany, what do you conceive to be your 
duties primarily as staff director of the Commission on Civil Rights? 
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Mr. Tirrany. I conceive my primary duty is to maintain the or- 
ganization in an efficient and a workmanlike day-to-day operation. 
In the course of these duties, I expect that we will discover facts and 
the legal development of laws which, as the statute phrases it, con- 
stitutes the denial of equal protection. 

On the basis of such facts and developments, I would expect we 
may evolve some policies which should be recommended to the Com- 
mission for their entire consideration. In accordance with those de- 
velopments, I think the Commission will develop its scope of inquiry. 

We are not a Commission which is concerned in the slightest degree 
with enforcement or prosecution. We are a Commission which 
focus our attention upon inquiry and the collection of facts and study 
of the laws and their developments. This is indeed a broad field. 
And I think that the determination of its scope under this statute is 
the most important and the first objective of this Commission and 
I expect that my first duty will be to make studies which will assist 
them in that determination. 

Senator Ervin. As I understand from your statement, you think 
the Commission, your conception of the acts of creating a commission, 
is that the Commission is entirely separate from the Department of 
Justice? 

Mr. Tirrany. Definitely, sir. They are contained in part I of 
this act. And from part II on, we have matters which concern 
primarily the Department of Justice. ~There is some mention later 
on as to the use of the juries in connection with a subpena which I 
hope will not be necessary to bring into our work. I certainly hope 
we can do our work without resorting to that power which I, as an 
attorney, have believed to te rather sacred to the courts. 

Senator Ervin. That is one phase of the Commission’s power that 
has given a lot of people a great deal of concern for fear that the Com- 
mission may use its power of subpena to supplement the FBI which 
has no power of subpena. 

Mr. Trrrany. That is not the intention of the Commission as I 
understand it in discussions with them, Senator Ervin. 

The subpena power is an extreme power. And so long as it lies in 
the hands of a Commission chosen as discreetly as this Commission, 
I am certain that power is never going to be abused. 

Senator Ervin. What do you conceive the duty of the Commission 
is with reference to conducting investigations in the country at large 
as distinguished from the area at which some people think this act is 
directed? In other words, I live in a State where we have segregation 
by law; North Carolina. I go into places like Harlem and southside 
Chicago, and I can see more segregation based on race in those areas 
in 4 hours than I have seen in North Carolina in more than half a 
century of living there. 

What is your conception of the Commission in reference to making 
investigations as to conditions in those areas of the North and the 
West, like California? 

Mr. Tirrany. The first part of the duties of this Commission are 
mandatory. It shall investigate, upon a properly acknowledged com- 
plaint, into matters relating to voting denial. There is no limitation 
in the statute as to any particular section of the country. The Com- 
mission is well aware of this fact. Its inquiry may carry it to any 
State of this country and since there is no limitation, it is even con- 
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ceivable it may take us to 1 or 2 of the Territories. We do not, how- 
ever, intend to spend money needlessly by traveling to Hawaii, or 
other places. 

I think the Senator is quite right, that whatever may have been the 
primary cause for the enactment of this law, there are undeniably 
subjects of inquiry in probably every State in this country. We do 
not intend to put on blinders and direct our attention to any one 
particular section. 

Senator Ervin. I am glad to hear you say that. Isat on the floor 
of the Senate and I listened to a debate in which people described in 
certain rare instances my own State of North Carolina and I couldn’t 
identify the State I had lived in all my life by the description. 

For example, in North Carolina, we have been very proud of our 
good race relations. And we are proud of the fact that North Carolina 
employs about 400 more principals and supervisors from members of 
the colored race in schools, and approximately 1,000 more colored 
teachers in our public schools than the States of Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and the six New England 
States combined. 

And we are also proud of the fact that we maintain five very fine 
colleges for colored people. And also proud of the fact that we spend 
a greater proportion of our earthly substance for the education of the 
members of the colored race than any other State in the Union. 

Mr. Tiffany, do you favor the use of Armed Forces to enforce so- 
called desegregation decrees of the Federal district courts? 

Mr. Tirrany. Senator, that is a momentous question at this time. 
It is one that is the subject of a great deal of comment and discussion. 
I would want to say two things before I answer it directly. 

First, I would want to say this: That whether I should favor it or 
not would be immaterial and irrelevant since the Commission would 
be the one on such an important policy matter to make the deter- 
mination. 

Secondly, the words “segregation,” “desegregation,’’ and ‘“‘inte- 
gration” are well-known words in the English language that have a 
sensible content to every Member of the Congress at the time they 
were considering this law. They do not appear in the section of the 
law which relates to the duties of this Commission. 

And it is my understanding that there is at present pending in the 
Jongress a bill which would suggest a joint committee of the Congress 
to inquire into the points of segregation, desegration, and integration 
in the schools. 

So bearing that in mind, I will try to answer your question as best 
I can. I think it is unfortunate that Armed Forces should ever be 
used for any purpose 

Senator HENNINGs. Senator Bridges, Senator Cotton—— 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Chairman, it would be all right with me to 
interrupt the proceedings 

Senator Hennines. | want to ask the gentlemen to come forward 
and sit up near the head of the table. The distinguished Senators 
from the State of New Hampshire. We are glad to have you gentle- 
men here this morning. 

I might say at the outset I have just put Senator Bridges’ letter 
into the record as well as having announced that Senators Cotton 
and Bridges are favorable to the nominee. I have also placed into 
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the record the resolution of the Legislature of the State of New Hamp- 
shire. Now, gentlemen, for your information, Mr. Tiffany has made 
his statement relating to his experience and his views, and Senator 
Ervin of North Carolina is now interrogating him. 

Senator Bripers. Without interrupting—because both Senator 
Cotton and I left other committees—if we could just express our 
interest in Mr. Tiffany, if Senator Ervin didn’t object. 

Senator Hennines. Is there any objection, Senator Ervin? 

Senator Ervin. Not a bit in the world. 

Senator Hennines. Senator Bridges, we will be very glad to hear 
from you first. 

Senator Brineges. We have known Mr. Tiffany for many ra 
He has been a very respected citizen of my own city of Concord, 
neighbor of mine, and he has been an official of our State, as ateorhes Vv 
general of the State. And he is now a member of the Legislature of 
New Hampshire. 

I think highly of him personally. And I want to show my good 
faith in him and good offices in appearing here today. 

Senator Hennines. Thank you very much, Senator Bridges. 
Now, before we hear from Senator Cotton, Senator Hruska, a member 
of this subcommittee has just arrived. 

This is Mr. Tiffany, Senator Hruska, of Nebraska, a member of this 
subcommittee who has come here this morning for this purpose. 

I might say to the Senator that we have just heard from Mr. 
Tiffany and I, as chairman, placed a number of letters in the record— 
two in opposition and several recommending the nominee most highly. 
Also, that he has the approval of Senator Bridges and Senator Cotton 
of New Hampshire. The blue slips have been returned by both 
Senators Bridges and Cotton. 

We will be very glad to hear from you, Senator Cotton. 

Senator Corron. I appreciate your courtesy and the courtesy of the 
committee in permitting me to say a word this morning. I will simply 
reiterate what Senator Bridges has just said. 

As a practicing attorney in New Hampshire I have known Gordon 
Tiffany, both personally and professionally for many years. He is a 
thoroughly reputable citizen of our State, whose integrity is absolutely 
beyond question. Whatever he says to you gentlemen you may rely 
upon its complete sincerity and honesty. 

He is known as an able attorney and as an outstanding citizen of 
our State. 

That is all that I would care to say, but I most certainly appreciate 
the privilege of appearing here and recommending him, giving him 
as high a personal recommendation as I can phrase. 

Senator Hennines. We appreciate very much your coming here, 
Senator Cotton, and you, Senator Bridges. 

Will the Senator from North Carolina who suspended very gen- 
erously for the purpose of hearing from the Senators from New Hamp- 
shire now proceed with his statement. 

Senator Ervin. I believe Mr. Tiffany was in the process of answer- 
ing my question as to whether or not he favored the use of military 
forces to enforce decrees of the Federal court in so-called desegregation 
cases. 

I realize he doesn’t have authority to use Federal troops, but I 
think his philosophy in that respect is very important. 
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Mr. Tirrany. I think my last comment in the record, Senator, was 
to the effect that I felt it was unfortunate that an occasion should 
arise which might create this necessity of the use of troops. 

I understand also that this matter has been the subject of inquiry 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee where they would obtain 
firsthand knowledge, or at least an opinion based upon firsthand 
experience which I do not have. 

Now, with all of those—— 

Senator Hennines. May I ask to what inquiry you refer? 

Mr. Tirrany. I am referring, sir, to the matter of the nomination of 
Wilson White, and it is my understanding that this matter has been 
raised in those hearings, and, of course, he would be closer to that 
situation than I would ever expect to be. So discounting whatever 
my opinion might be on the basis of those limitations, Senator, I think 
that the use of force is something that should be ‘invoked ‘only in 
extreme situations, as a very last resort. Because in a field of this 
kind, where tensions may be high, the use of force can have far- 
reaching effects far beyond those in contemplation of any man. 

The circumstance may arise where such use might be unavoidable. 
All we can do is just pray that doesn’t happen. 

Senator Ervin. Well, would you favor, where there are violent 
actions in strikes, would you favor the Federal Government sending 
the military into those places to secure the man’s right to work, where 
he is excluded from a means of earning a livelihood for himself and the 
family by force? 

Mr. Trerany. Well, this is all beyond the scope of our authority 
here, sir, and I don’t know that whether I favored it or not would in 
the slightest degree affect any opinion that I might be called upon to 
express. 

I think a man’s right to work is one of the basic rights that we 
recognize today in our democratic form of government. 

Senator Hennincs. What do you mean by ‘right to work,” Mr. 
Tiffany? 

Mr. Tirrany. The right to work is not recognized in our Constitu- 
tion. 

Senator Hennincs. What do you mean by it? I know it isn’t 
recognized in the Constitution. 

Mr. Trrrany. The right to work is the right to earn a living to the 
best of one’s capacity. 

Senator Hennines. Do you think, irrespective of whether a man 
belongs to a union or not, he has a right to work? 

Mr. Tirrany. I think there is a right to work irrespective of a man’s 
affiliation. I must answer that in the positive. 

Senator Ervin. In other words, I am interested in your philosophy 
along these lines, because I find a great many people are perfectly 
willing to use force for integration, racial integration pur poses, but are 
not willing to use force where there is other “violence, that is, on the 
part of the Federal Government. So there may be no mistake about 
it, I am opposed to the use of force by the Federal Government in 
any case where it is not called for by the State, because I think that 
enforcement of suppression of violence is primarily a State function 
under our system of government; and the Federal Government should 
refrain from entering that field in any instance. 
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You see, we are rather sensitive on this subject of the use of force. 
For about 10 years preceding 1877, I had a garrison in my hometown, 
and it was occupied just like European countries are occupied now. 

The Little Rock situation presages, I am afraid, some further—I 
would like to ask you another question: 

Assuming the condition in which you say—a very extreme condition 
where the Federal Government sends in troops to occupy a school 
ground, for example, how long should they be kept there? Is there 
any limitation to the power of the President to keep them there? 

Mr. Tirrany. Well, these are all fields, sir, which I don’t anticipate 
we will have any occasion to consider. Certainly not without the 
determination of the Commission, and you know how that Commis- 
sion is constituted. It would not be a careless judgment. It would 
= . most careful study that would lead to any consideration of this 

in 

As to the answer to that question- —and I am trying to answer 
you—even though I feel personally it does not come within my 
purview—I would expect that if and when it is necessary to reach 
that last resort, the last resort itself must also be kept at a minimum, 
taking all facts of the case into consideration 

Senator Hmnnines. What do you mean, if I may interrupt the 
Senator—what do you mean by the “‘last resort’’? 

Mr. Trirrany. The last resort would be that of force. 

Senator Hennines. What circumstances would indicate to you 
that a “last resort” exists, Mr. Tiffany? 

One man may think under certain circumstances we have a last 
resort; others might think it isn’t a last resort. 

What is your idea of a last resort? 

You know, “last resort’’ is a very elastic phrase. 

Mr. Trrrany. That is right, and it is up to the man who has the 
decision to make to determine what is the leit resort. 

Senator Hennines. Again, I would like to ask you what you 
mean by ‘“‘last resort.”’ 

Mr. Trrrany. I would say that any determination of the use of 
force and what is the “last resort’”” which might justify such deter- 
mination is to be made by the person that has the authority to use 
that power. And what I might think, what opinion I might have, is 
completely i irrelevant, and I think this is really a dangerous field for 
us to consider on the basis of hypotheticals with a person that does not 
have that authority. 

In other words, [ am recognizing my limitations, and I would hope 
that this committee might do the same. 

Senator Henninos. Will the Senator from North Carolina please 
proceed. 

Senator Ervin. Well, it is conceivable that the Commission may 
go into the question of whether or not the law should be amended to 
provide the more elastic authority on the part of the executive branch 
of the Government to use armed forces to promote equal rights under 
the 14th amendment. 

That is the reason why I am asking the question. 

I cannot agree with you that it is irrelevant, because the question 
was held, as a matter of fact, in the original bill of which this is a part, 
there was a direct proposition or, rather, indirect, because it was put 
in the way you had to read all the statutes to find out it was included 
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in by reference. There was a direct provision for providing for 
authorizing the President or any person delegated that authority by 
him to use armed forces to enforce judicial decrees. That matter 
was actually recommended to the Congress at the last session by the 
then Attorney General; so, I think it is a very—it may sound imper- 
tinent—but I think it is very pertinent. 

Mr. Tirrany. No, sir; I didn’t mean to take issue, but I would 
oint out the fact that it has been deleted irom the final draft of the 
aw which would tend to support the point that this Commission 
would be going perhaps beyond its field in concerning itself in the 
use of force in any instances. 

Now, in its studies—I think it is possible that incidental to its 
studies but not its primary focus—instances in which force has been 
used might furnish facts incidental to their studies on the legal 
developments constituting denial of equal protection under the Con- 
stitution and the laws. 

Senator Hruska. Would the Senator yield? 

Senator Ervin. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. Isn’t it true that if the Commission did under- 
take to get into this field, you would not be expected in your capacity 
to be a participant in any determination of policy? Isn’t your con- 
ception of the duties to which you would be assigned such that you 
think you would be interested in determining policy of any kind? 

Mr. Tirrany. No, Senator. My position would be to gather to- 
gether and present objectively facts and questions of policy for the 
determination of the Commission, and their determination would be 
binding on me. 

Senator HenninGs. I believe, before the Senator from Nebraska 
came in, Mr. Tiffany made that statement. 

, Mr. Hruska. I thought in this particular I wanted to fasten this 
own. 

Senator Henninoas. I just wanted the Senator to know he had 
declared himself on that point. 

Senator Ervin. It is quite conceivable the Commission would say, 
“What is your recommendation on this point?” 

Since you are going to engage primarily—have supervision of the 
collection of facts, the Commission may ask you as to what your 

recommendation is on the basis of the facts that you have gathered, 
and that is the reason I am asking. I think it is germane. 

As a matter of fact, I was out in Little Rock last week and I saw 
that although there has been no open trouble of any kind since last 
September there, here in March 6 months later, when I go by the 
school and the school has patrols, patroled by armed men—stationed, 
rather, in the neighborhood of the school. So I think it is something 
that I thought was never going to happen, but it has happened, and 
I want to know whether—I think your philosophy on that point is 
important. 

Mr. Tirrany. Well, let me say, Senator, you mentioned the study 
of the facts. And that any recommendation would have to be based 
on the facts. I subscribe to that 100 percent. And it would only be 
after a careful study of the facts that I would presume to discuss a 
policy which affected this important question with the Commission. 

As I said before, to discuss it here in a hypothetical situation as to 
what might happen in the future, I think is dangerous. What has 
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happened at Little Rock has happened. It happened after the 
enactment of this law and before the Commission was appointed. 
We cannot change it. It is unfortunate, yes, that it happened in that 
way. Weall agree. What lies ahead we do not know. 

And any determination of what might happen in the future would 
be based on hypothetical facts and it is for these reasons that I have 
quite honestly been reluctant to express an opinion at this time any 
further than I have already done. 

Senator Ervin. I have no trouble with my own philosophy on the 
oint. I am firmly convinced that you can’t solve racial problems 
y coercion, either judicial or military. That is my own conviction 

and I would unhesitatingly say that I would not be in favor of military 
coercion at all. That is my personal philosophy. That is all. 

Senator Hennincs. Has the Senator from North Carolina com- 
pleted his inquiry? 

Senator Ervin. Yes. 

Senator Hennincs. Senator Dirksen? 

Senator Dirksen. I doubt very much 
Senator Hennines. I might say, Senator Dirksen, and Senator 

Hruska as well, I don’t know whether you were here when Senators 
Cotton and Bridges appeared. I know Senator Dirksen was not. 

They have appeared, and not only by their verbal testimony here 
this morning, but by returning the blue slips, have indicated their 
approval of the nominee. And there are several resolutions and 
letters. There are also two letters disapproving the appointment 
for various reasons, which I will be glad to hand to the Senators who 
have recently come in. 

Since we have made no investigation of the writers of the letters, 
we know not from whence they come, except the names of the in- 
dividuals. . 

I might say there is nothing scandalous or reflecting upon the 
character of the nominee in either letter. 

Senator Drrxsen. I presume you will make these part of the file? 

Senator Henninos. They have already been made a part of the 
file. May I say to the Senator, they have been incorporated into the 
record. Here is another letter which counsel has just handed to 
me typewritten on the letterhead of Commission on Civil Rights, 
signed by Robert Storey, vice chairman of the Commission, recom- 
mending Mr. Tiffany, and indicating that he has checked the recom- 
mendations very carefully and has done so through mutual friends, 
former Senator Robert W. Upton, of New Hampshire, being among 
them. 

He recommends the nominee for ability and integrity and method of 
operation which would insure the discharge of his duties in a very 
thorough manner. 

Accordingly, he recommends him for early confirmation. I ask 
that this letter also be made a part of the record. 

(The document referred to is as follows:) 
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CoMMISSION ON Crivit RiGuts, 


Washington, D. C., March 31, 1958. 
Hon. Tuomas C. HENNINGs, Jr., 


United States Senate, 
Washington, D, C. 

My Dear Senator Henninas: It is my pleasure to endorse Mr. Gordon M. 
Tiffany for confirmation as Staff Director of the Commission on Civil Rights. 

My first acquaintance with Mr. Tiffany was when the Council of State Govern- 
ments in Chicago, through Mr. Frank Bane, recommended him as a highly quali- 
fied person. Pursuant to this recommendation I met him within a few days and 
carefully interviewed him in my capacity as a member of the Commission and 
Vice Chairman, since the Chairman, John A. Hannah, was out of the country. 
Having checked his recommendations very carefully, particularly through former 
Senator Robert W. Upton, of New Hampshire, who has been a close personal 
friend of mine for years, I found that his experience, reputation, character, energy, 
and background eminently qualified him for the post. Accordingly, I recom- 
mended him to the other members of the Commission and this choice resulted in 
unanimous recommendation to the President that he be appointed. 

Our preliminary contact with him has indicated that his ability, integrity, and 
method of operation would assure the discharge of his duties in a very efficient 
and thorough manner. Accordingly, it is my pleasure to recommend him for 
early confirmation. 


Thanking you in advance for your consideration and with highest esteem, I am 
Very sincerely yours, 


Ropert STorRey. 

Senator Dirksen. I note that Mr. Tiffany was a lieutenant, senior 
grade, in the Navy and I was a Commander in the United States 
Naval Reserve. 

It is a little presumptious on my part to examine all these details 
since I am not a member of the subcommittee. 

Senator Henninas. The Senator has already demonstrated great 
competence in the general field in which Mr. Tiffany will function, 
that is to say, civil rights. And the Senator has worked for the 
furtherance of progress in that field. 

The Senator from Illinois has no further questions? 

Senator Dirksen, No. 

Senator Hennings. Has the Senator from Nebraska any further 
questions? 

Senator Hruska. Just the observation from a quick reading from 
the biographical material furnished by Mr. Tiffany, it would appear 
that Mr. Tiffany has a very fine and distinguished career as a lawyer 
and as a member of the legal profession and coming as well recom- 
mended as he has through the testimony here of Senator Bridges and 
Senator Cotton, I would think that from the standpoint of the tech- 
nical and professional and personal qualifications, he would seem to 
qualify very well. 

Now, when we get into the field of predilection that is something 
else again. Those are somewhat intangible and I don’t know on a 
basis of an examination of this kind that I would be successful in 
eliciting enough information from him to form a judgment even if I 
wanted to, so I will forebear from my trying. So I have no questions. 

Senator Henninos. I will be glad to hand to the Senator a con- 
densation of Mr. Tiffany’s background, experience, and various work 
that he has done both public and private. 

Mr. Tiffany made a very full and complete statement relating to 
the matters which the Senator now holds in his hands. 

There being no further questions, I will now ask if there is anyone 
here, or are there any here who would like to be heard favorable to 
the nominee? 
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Mr. Menurncer. ..[r. Chairman, I have a statement. 

Senator HenninGs. Will you state your name, please? 

Mr. Meuurincer. My name is Louis Mehlinger. 

Senator Henninos. Mr. Mehlinger, and you are a member of the 
American Council of Human Rights. Will you state your position 
and tell us what the American Council on Human Rights is? 


STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 
PRESENTED BY CAPT. LOUIS MEHLINGER 


Senator Ervin. I suggest that he sit down and be comfortable. 

Senator Henninos. Yes, sit down, please. 

We would appreciate it if you would tell us your full name. 

Mr. Mesuncer. My full name is Louis R. Mehlinger, 
M-e-h-l-i-n-g-e-r. 

Senator Hennincs. Where do you live? 

Mr. Meauincer. I am a resident of Washington for 51 years. 

Senator Hennines. And you are connected with the American 
Council on Human Rights, in what capacity? 

Mr. Mexurncer. I am a member of the National Council and 
treasurer of the local council. 

Senator Hennines. Will you tell us what the American Council 
on Human Rights generally has as objectives and purposes? 

Mr. Meuxurncer. It’s objectives are purely better relations in race 
relations. That is its main objective. 

May I say, Mr. Chairman, that I am a retired attorney of the 
Department of Justice after 31 years service. 

Senator Hennrnas. We are very glad to have you here this morn- 


ing. 
tr. Meuuincer. I have been authorized by the Board of Directors 

of the American Council on Human Rights (ACHR), of which I am 

a member, to present the views of the organization on the subject of 

the nomination of Gordon MacLean Tiffany to the post of Staff 

Director of the Civil Rights Commission. 

Because our organization is deeply interested in the question of 
civil rights and the means to guaranteeing civil rights to American 
citizens, we consider both the Commission and its Staff Director to 
be studied carefully. We are pleased to offer our statement. 

The Civil Rights Commission is required by law to— 
appraise the laws and policies of the Federal Government with respect to equal 
protection of the laws under the Constitution (Public Law 85-315, pt. I, see. 104). 
Because Mr. Tiffany is trained in the law and because he has practiced 
the law and served in official positions, the council believes that he is 
well qualified to direct the program of the Commission in the appraisal 
of the laws and the policies of the Federal Government. 

The law establishing the Commission further requires the investi- 
gation of— 
allegations * * * that certain citizens of the United States are being deprived 
of their right to vote'and have that vote counted by reason of their color, race, 
religion, or national origin * * *. 

Again ACHR concludes that the nominee’s training and experience 
ualify him for directing the work of the Commission staff. Mr. 
iffany has served his State of New Hampshire as assistant attorney 

general and later as the attorney general. 
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The council believes that President Dwight D. Eisenhower has 
given considerable thought to his nomination of Mr. Tiffany. We 
»elieve that the latter must have the confidence of the President, and 
of the administration. We are pleased therefore to note that Mr. 
Tiffany has also once served as legislative counsel to the Honorable 
Sherman Adams, former Governor of the State of New Hampshire 
and Assistant to the President. 

The American Council on Human Rights notes further that the 
Commission must collect and study information concerning legal de- 
velopments with respect to equal protection of the laws under the 
Constitution. Mr. Tiffany’s work as a lawyer together with his ex- 

erience as a journalist with the New York Herald Tribune stand 
im in good stead. 

Since the announcement of Mr. Tiffany’s nomination, this council 
has read with interest and approval reports that he looks upon the 
appointment and the work of the Commission as a challenge. We 
have further noted that, according to reports in the Washington Post 
and the New York Herald-Tribune, the nominee has given consider- 
able thought to the organization of the Commission staff in order that 
it can fulfill its assignment in a period now well short of its original 
life of 2 years. This council applauds Mr. Tiffany’s exclamation that 
the staff must work “‘time and a half.’”’ 

We believe Mr. Tiffany—by his preparation and experience, personal 
outlook, and recommendations—is such a person. We therefore urge 
approval of his nomination. 

(The statement of Mr. Mehlinger in full is as follows:) 


STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN CounciIL ON Human Riauts (ACHR) 
PRESENTED BY CAPT. LOUIS MEHLINGER 


My name is Louis Mehlinger. I have been authorized by the board of directors 
of the American Council on Human Rights (ACHR), of which I am a member, to 
present the views of the organization on the subject of the nomination of Gordon 
MacLean Tiffany to the post of Staff Director of the Civil Rights Commission. 

Because our organization is deeply interested in the question of civil rights and 
the means to guaranteeing civil rights to American citizens, we consider both the 
Commission and its Staff Director to be studied carefully. We are pleased to 
offer our statement. 

The Civil Rights Commission is required by law to “appraise the laws and poli- 
cies of the Federal Government with respect to equal protection of the laws under 
the Constitution’ (Public Law 85-315, pt. I, sec. 104). Because Mr. Tiffany 
is trained in the law and because he has practiced the law and served in official 
positions, this council believes that he is well qualified to direct the program of the 
Commission in the appraisal of the laws and the policies of the Federal 
Government. 

The law establishing the Commission further requires the investigation of 
“allegations * * * that certain citizens of the United States are being deprived 
of their right to vote and have that vote counted by reason of their color, race, 
religion, or national origin * * *.’’ Again ACHR concludes that the nominee’s 
training and experience qualify him for directing the work of the Commission 
staff. Mr. Tiffany has served his State of New Hispehire as assistant attorney 
general and later as the attorney general. 

This council believes that President Dwight D. Eisenhower has given con- 
siderable thought to his nomination of Mr. Tiffany. We believe that the latter 
must have the confidence of the President, of the administration. We are pleased 
therefore to note that Mr. Tiffany has also once served as legislative counsel to 
the Honorable Sherman Adams, former Governor of the State of New Hampshire 
and Assistant to the President. 

The American Council on Human Rights notes further that the Commission 
must collect and study information ‘‘concerning legal developments with respect 
to equal protection of the laws under the Constitution.’”” Mr. Tiffany’s work as 
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a lawyer together with his experience as a journalist with the New York Herald- 
Tribune stand him in good stead. 

Since the announcement of Mr. Tiffany’s nomination, this council has read 
with interest and approval reports that he looks upon the appointment and the 
work of the Commission as a “‘challenge.’’ We have further noted that, according 
to reports in the Washington Post and the New York Herald-Tribune, the nom- 
inee has given considerable thought to the organization of the Commission staff 
in order that it can fulfill its assignment in eo now well short of its original 


life of 2 years. This council applauds Mr. Tiffany’s exclamation that the staff 
must work ‘“‘time and a half.” 


In summary then, the American Council on Human Rights, whose constituent 
bodies number some 50,000 members throughout the United States, supports 
Mr. Tiffany as Staff Director of the Civil Rights Commission. We are now 
drafting a statement for presentation to the Commission, for we are deeply 
disturbed about the path that suburban housing is taking with respect to race 
and about the possible basis for this racist housing in Federal law. We are, 
therefore, interested in the appointment of a capable person who will give studious 
consideration to our own presentation. We believe Mr. Tiffany—by his prepara- 
tion and experience, personal outlook and recommendations—is such a person. 
We therefore urge approval of his nomination. 

In making this recommendation, however, the American Council on Human 
Rights of course reserves the right to follow most carefully his record as Director, 
should he be approved, and to criticize sharply when we believe he strays from 
strict observance of the public law creating the Commission. But we have reason 
to believe that Gordon MacLean Tiffany will capably and effectively direct the 
staff of the Civil Rights Commission. 

Senator Henntnes. Do any members of the committee desire to 
interrogate Mr. Mehlinger? 

Senator Ervin. What is the name of your executive office? 

Mr. Meuurncer. President. 

Senator Henntnes. Do you have an executive secretary or some- 
body here? 

Mr. Meuutncer. Yes, sir; we havea director. His name is John T. 
Blue, Jr., and consultant Dr. Paul Cook, who is one of the professors 
of Teachers College. 

Senator Ervin. That is all. 

Senator Hennines. Are there any further questions? 

We thank you for coming, Mr. Mehlinger. 

I understand that Mr. J. Ernest Wilkins, a member of the Civil 
Rights Commission, is also here this‘morning. We will be very glad 
to hear from you, Mr. Wilkins, if you care to make a statement. 

Mr. Wiixrns. I came rather to observe. I cannot say that | 
know too much about Mr. Tiffany. I only have known him since 
his appointment, and I only know his record as I read it and some 
private investigations we have made about his record and the Com- 
mission unanimously came to the conclusion that we thought 
Mr. Tiffany was a person properly qualified for this position. That 
he was quite objective in his attitude and we thought he was a good 
man ond we would urge and hope that the committee would recom- 
mend his confirmation at the earliest date possible. 

Senator Ervin. If I may ask a question? 

Senator Henninas. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Senator Ervin. I believe I noticed a statement in a letter that 
you ‘and Roy Wilkins ‘are brothers. ' You are ont. related, are you? 

Mr. Wivxkins. We are not related. I just mét“*Him about 3 years 
ago. 

Senator Ervin. I just happened to read it. I had understood that 
you were not related. 

Mr: Wiikins. Not that I know, sir. 
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Senator HenninGs. Has the Senator any further questions? 

Senator Ervin. No. 

Senator Hennines. Senator Hruska? 

Senator Hruska. No. 

Senator Hunnines. We are very glad to have vou here this morning, 
Mr. Secretary. 

Mr. Wilkins, as you know, is also Assistant Secretary of Labor. 
We appreciate very much your coming. 

Are there any others who would like to be heard on this question 
of the fitness of the nominee, Mr. Tiffany? Either for or in opposition 
to his confirmation? 

The Chair hears no one who indicates he or she would like to be 
heard. We will therefore clear the room and the committee will go 
into executive session. 

(Whereupon the hearing was concluded at 10:50 a. m.) 


(From Congressional Record, Mar. 27, 1958, p. 4975] 


NorTicE OF HEARINGS ON NOMINATION OF STAFF DrrRecTor or CiviLt RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 


Mr. HENNINGS. Mr. President, will the Senator from Texas yield to me? 

Mr. Jounson of Texas. I yield to the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. HENNINGs. Mr. President, late yesterday afternoon a letter from the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary dated March 25, 1958, was 
received in the office of the Standing Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights, of 
which I am chairman, referring to the subcommittee the nomination of Gordon 
MacLean Tiffany, of New Hampshire, to be Staff Director for the Commission 
on Civil Rights. 

Therefore, I announce at this time that the Senate Constitutional Rights 
Subcommittee will hold a hearing on this nomination on Tuesday morning at 
9:30 a. m. April 1, 1958, in room 104—B, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Section 105 (a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1957—71 Statutes at Large, page 
t34—requires the advice and consent of the Senate to the appointment of the 
Staff Director of the Commission. 

Mr. PrEsIpENT. I do not intend to be a party to delay in getting the Civil 
Rights Commission into full operation, particularly since the life of the Commission 
is only 2 years from the date the act became law, namely, September 9, 1957. 
\lready, several months have gone by. Iam anxious to complete the hearing on 
Mr. Tiffany’s nomination, and to get it before the full Committee on the Judiciary , 
so that the Senate may act as soon as possible. 


Xx 





